
New City Players presents  

School For Stories 
 

Mission: 

** From New City Players’ Mission, Vision, Values Documents  
 
We value and commit to educating young artists and exposing them to a creatively 
fulfilling and artistically integrated lifestyle. 
 
 

Overview:  

The research is clear: nothing captures a human being’s attention like a great story. 
 
Every student, regardless of their interest in the arts, should know how to speak publicly 
and tell a great story. Comprised of original curriculum, School for Stories teaches the 
power of storytelling to Broward County students, at no cost to the schools themselves. 
 
Our workshop, led by New City Players' ensemble members, Tim Davis and Ryan 
Maloney, teaches the science behind a great story, the physical requirements of good 
communication, and the art and craft of storytelling. 
 
School for Stories also completes the following Common Core State Standards for 
English grades 6-12:  

 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3 | CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3 
| CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.3 | CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 | 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.3) 
 

https://hbr.org/2014/10/why-your-brain-loves-good-storytelling
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/8/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/3/


Objective:  

Students will gain an ability to better recognize and tell a great story by learning 
the theory and science, as well as participating in the individual and collaborative 
practices necessary for effective storytelling. 
 
 
Goals: 

1. Students will learn the importance of story through a brief, visually based 
lecture and a hands-on project.  

2. Students will learn an introductory and accessible understanding of story 
structure.  

3. Students will practice basic physical and vocal warm ups. 
4. Students will engage in group activities and experience the importance of 

collaboration.  
5. Students will complete the following common core standard: Write 

narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.  

 
 
Time: 

2 (Two) 50 minute class periods 
*We are able to adapt the curriculum to fit scheduling needs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum Outline:  

DAY 1 
 

1. A Personal Narrative: The Beehive Story (5 Minutes) 
a. Story: Part 1: The introduction personal story from one of our leaders, 

pausing at the first conflict to incite anticipation of audience. 
b. Brain: Part 1: An acknowledgment of what is happening neurologically 

when we’re listening to story. 
c. Story: Part 2: The “what happened” and completion of the story.  
d. Brain: Part 2: The activation of the reward center of our brain when we 

accomplish or experience resolution. 
e. Close: All this has led scientists to declare what the great storytellers 

have known all along: nothing has the power to move a human being 
toward action, empathy, and change like a great story...your brain is wired 
for story. Our brains are wired for story and knowing how to tell a great 
one will set us up for success.  

 
2. Story Structure: So How Do We Do It? (10 Minutes) 

*Pass out definitions and worksheets 
a. Elements of story 

i. Exposition  
ii. Inciting Incident 
iii. Rising Action 
iv. Climax 
v. Falling Action 
vi. Resolution 

  
3. Physical Preparation: The Tools You Always Have With You! (15 Minutes) 

a. Phasic Relaxation  
i. Benedetti Text 

b. Social Connection - “Socks” Game 
i. Part of being a great storyteller is being a great listener. Today we 

are going to practice listening to one another's ideas and together 
create some interesting stories for the class. To start we’re going to 
play a game that demands focus, memory, and active listening.  

 
 
 



4. Collaborative Projects (20 Minutes) 
a. Create a short scene with your group based on a true story from one of 

your lives.  
b. Guidelines: 

i. Everyone has to participate 
ii. Clear story structure - use the worksheet. 
iii. 4-6 minutes in length 

 
DAY 2 

 
c. Script & Rehearse (20 Minutes) 

 
 

 
5. Performances (25 Minutes) 

 
6. Wrap Up (5 Minutes) 

a. Summary of what was learned and review of tools and resources.  
 
 
Pre-Workshop Requirements: 

1. Completed information form at www.newcityplayers.org/schoolforstories 
2. Confirmed dates and times 

a. Coordinate with Ryan Maloney, ryan@newcityplayers.org 
3. Prepared open space for group work and “performances”  before arrival 
4. Create groups of 5-7 students (balanced groups of leaders and workers) 

 
 
What We Provide:  

1. Lecture/Presentation Material & Handouts 
2. Bin of Props and Costume Pieces for group projects 
3. Positive and engaging attitudes 

 
 



Instructor Bios: 

TIM DAVIS serves as New City Players’ Producing Artistic Director, responsible 
for the overall strategic vision of the company artistically and organizationally. He 
is an acting coach, director, and actor and holds an M.A. in Theatre Studies. A 
South Florida native, Tim spent two years as the High School theatre teacher 
and program director at Calvary Christian Academy before transitioning to his 
role at New City Players full time. He lives in Pompano Beach with his wife 
Samantha daughter Summer. timothymarkdavis.com 
 
 
RYAN MALONEY serves as New City Players’ Associate Artistic Director 
overseeing all production elements and designers for each performance. He is 
an actor and designer originally from Indiana who holds a B.A. in Art. Before 
moving to Florida he worked in local elementary schools as an ESE Assistant 
Teacher as well as an ABA Therapist at the Applied Behavior Center in 
Indianapolis. Upon moving to South Florida he worked as the Technical Theatre 
Instructor for Calvary Christian Academy for 2 years before transitioning into full 
time employment for New City Players. He and his wife, Jess, live in Fort 
Lauderdale with their daughter, Emi. ramaloney.com 


